Belize Cultural Celebrations Series

YURUMEIN

St. Vincent In 1635, a Spanish ship carrying enslaved
Africans was wrecked off the coast of the
v s Caribbean Island of St. Vincent. Survivors

Tl duiaties I escaped slavery and made their way to

The Garinagu led by
Paramount Chief,
Joseph Chatoyer,

sl the island where they lived and settled in fought fiercely to
the community of Calinago, among the [ retain control over
their land.

indigenous Arawak and Carib Indians. This [SSSSE
intermingling resulted in the emergence I
{? Sl of the Garinagu culture and language.

Canouan j
o 1763, the British

\ l Mayreau

In the final battle
against the British,
Chatoyer was
assassinated on March
14th, 1795.

invaded the island
) Tobago Cays resulting in a series of conflict in which the
N— Union Istand éb g e e Garinagu resisted British control.

Petit 5t. Vincen!

| March 14t is celebrated as National Heroes |
Day in St. Vincent and the Grenadines on
which occasion Chatoyer is honored.

This was followed by the imprisonment
of 5080 Garinagu men, women and
children from the neighboring barren
island of Balliceaux, from July 1796 until
March 11, 1797. Many perished from
disease and starvation.

| After several requests by Alejo Beni,
permission was granted for the Garinagu
to settle south of the Sibun River. On
November 19%" 1823, several families
arrived and established the community
that is today known as Dangriga.

Those who survived were then exiled to
the British islands of Roatan, Honduras.
The Garinagu then migrated to mainland
Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala and

- This arrival to Belizean shores is
Belize.

commemorated each year on that date as

: Garifuna Settlement Day, and begins with
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as early as1802. historic journey from Honduras to Belize.
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Yurumein commences in the early % ; = M 7 - \ ' : Following the re-enactment, the actors,
morning of November 19" and . ARl 55 ' community and visitors are led by the
recreates the harsh conditions faced e _ - Tk s ~RWMNl Garifuna flag in a lively procession to the
during the ancestors’ journey. Boats or - LN /N B L. LU SRR {1 church for a Mass of Thanksgiving.
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cassava, plantain and sugar cane, that | = ' ? ST ), A ’ " Today, Garifuna Settlement Day has been
were brought by the ancestors. Beni's AR P e T . expanded into a month long series of
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various historical figures. § Ny > & y the celebrations and has become a part
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On May 18, 2001 UNESCO proclaimed the Garifuna Language, Music and Dance a Masterpiece of
the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. In 2008, these elements were inscribed as part of
© National Institute of Culture and History, 2014 UNESCO’s Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. ©National Institute of Culture and History, 2014
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