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e Participants recognized the importance of continuing efforts to
protect and preserve ICH and expressed a commitment to playing a
role in the process, formulating and adopting the Kingston Action
Plan for ICH of Jamaica;

e Establishment of a communication and collaboration network
comprising ICH stakeholder communities by way of joining a
communication network suggested by the ACIJ/JMB to facilitate
the process of documenting and inventorying ICH elements. This
network has since its inception in December 2012, had 2 meetings
and will continue to meet;

e Establishment of a Google Group to ensure that stakeholders
have a channel of regular communication outside of scheduled
meetings;

o A dedicated webpage on ACIJ/JMB's website with information on
matters related to ICH has been established, which can be viewed
at www.acij-ioj.org.jm;
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e On a national level, the Ministry of Youth and Culture launched
an initiative geared toward safeguarding the ICH of the island
in October 2014. This initiative encourages Jamaicans to
document the oral testimonies and cultural traditions found
in their communities using their cell phones, |I-Pads, cameras
and camcorders. Individuals are then invited to submit such
documentation to the ACIJ/JMB for inclusion in the national
database on ICH. The Ministry of Youth & Culture also provided
funding in the amount of JAS1m for this initiative;

e The ACI)/JMB produced a series of 500 sets of posters on
Jamaica’s ICH, which were distributed island wide to schools and
public libraries, and served to generate greater awareness of
ICH and the need to safeguard elements. A set of posters were
presented to the Japanese Ambassador to UNESCO during the 9th
Intergovernmental Committee Meeting in Paris in December 2014,

e A major exhibition on elements of ICH was curated by the ACIJ/JMB
and launched by the Hon. Lisa Hanna, Minister of Youth and Culture
at the Division. The exhibition ran from February to November 2015.

Drummers leading the Hosay procession in the East Indian community in celebration
of the Caribbean manifestation of the Shia Muslim remembrance of Muharram
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Trinidad &
Tobago

Background to the Project

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (GORTT)
understands the importance of safeguarding the Intangible Cultural
Heritage (ICH) of our country, and in July 2010, the Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage was ratified as proof of our nation’s
commitment to ensuring that our rich and diverse living heritage is
passed on from generation to generation. Two years after ratifying
the Convention, the Division of Culture at the Ministry of the Arts
and Multiculturalism (now the Ministry of Community Development,
Culture and the Arts), began the documentation process through
the launch of the We're Trinbagonian Campaign in June 2012,




with the aim to generate conscious recognition of our identity
as a people, on the practices, activities and spaces that define
Trinbagonian civilization.

Inlaunching the National Inventories Project (We're Trinbagonian
Campaign), a public call was made for submissions for both the : -&;

2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Documenting the Soparee Mai Devotions
Heritage, and the 1972 Convention on the Protection of the World and the Feast of La Divina Pastora.
Cultural and Natural Heritage. At the end of the public call a total
of 869 submissions were counted: (1) World Cultural and Natural
Heritage —382,and (2) ICH-487.These submissions were reviewed
by a panel of local experts and the outcome of this process was
our first National Inventories of World Cultural and Natural
Heritage and Intangible Cultural Heritage elements.

Project Activities

e In June 2013, the UNESCO Kingston Office and the
National Commission for UNESCO, in collaboration
with the Culture Division (Research Unit), held the

first Community Based Inventorying (CBI) Workshop on Deer character which
accompanies traditional Indian
Mas Band
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Community-based inventorying workshop

the Implementation of the 2003 Convention, which brought
together government officials, NGOs and cultural practitioners.
The workshop provided footing for the continued building of

local cultural databases, as well as an understanding of the impact
such documentation can have on our nation. All participants
were provided at the end of the workshop with a Draft Action
Plan for the further development of Trinidad & Tobago's
National Inventory, and encouraged to further provide additional
submissions of elements to the National List using the web link
(www.culture.gov.tt/rememberwheninstitute);

e Field excursions were also undertaken, and additionally, discussions
about the establishment and proposed role of the Remember
When Institute were held and its importance to the continuance
of the documenting for posterity the ICH of Trinidad and Tobago;

¢ Pilot Field Inventory Exercise - following the CBI Workshop, a
pilot inventorying project in the Siparia community was conducted
from November 2013 to May 2014 to document the Soparee Mai
Devotions and the Feast of La Divina Pastora. The devotions
center on the statue of the patron saint of Siparia, referred to by
Catholics as La Divina Pastora (the Divine Shepherdess) and Sopari
Mai (Mother of Siparia) by Hindus. Every year, hundreds of pilgrims
journey from all over Trinidad and Tobago to Siparia to worship at
the feet of the statue;



e Multimedia Skills
Training within the
Community of Siparia -
the community indicated
that a training workshop
on the use of multimedia
equipment and interview
techniques was required
so that they would be

equipped and empowered

to document their ICH.
Funds were provided
for the equipment for
this training through
the UNESCO/Japanese

Funds-in-Trust (JFIT) Project and the Ministry of the Arts
and Multiculturalism (now the Ministry of Community
Development, Culture and the Arts).

e In total, twenty-three (23) members of the Siparia
community attended the training and recorded various
elements surrounding the devotions. The community was
able to record the Sopari Mai and the La Divina Pastora
Devotions in its entirety in April and May 2014. This was
historical, as this was the first time that the devotions were
documented by community members and not outside

videographers.

Achievements & Benefits

Due to the combined efforts
of the people of Siparia,
the La Davina Pastora R.C.
Church, the Ministry of Arts
and Multiculturalism (now
the Ministry of Community
Development, Culture and
the Arts), the National
Commission  for UNESCO,
the Japanese Funds- in-Trust
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Training on documenting ICH in the Siparia community

Documenting the Soparee Mai Devotions
and the Feast of La Divina Pastora.

Bookman from the Dragon Band
(Carnival in Trinidad & Tobago)
writing the names of those who
are to go to Hell
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Parang folk music which originates from
Trinidad & Tobago

Techniques of coopering being
and the UNESCO Kingston office, the following are demonstrated

notable achievements:

e First ICH element documented by
community members in Trinidad & Tobago;

Ground work laid for future ICH inventorying
to take place throughout the country;

Framework established for the process and
network of individuals who will inform all
future ICH documentation;

For the Siparia community: their special
cultural element, the statue of La Divina
and the ICH elements which revolve around
her are now properly documented and

the cultural heritage protection dialogue
enhanced amongst the community;
documentary completed on element;

Interest developed to document other local
elements and an increased interest in the
cultural tapestry of the entire country.



LIST OF PARTNERS INVOLVED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT

BELIZE
Ministry of Tourism and Culture
National Institute of Culture and History (NICH) through its Institute for Social and Cultural Research
(ISCR, and Focal Institution)
Belize National Commission for UNESCO
Communities of Hopkins, Caledonia, Punta Gorda, Yo Creek, Chan Chen, Belize City, Libertad, Patchakan, San Jose Nuevo Palmar,
Benque Viejo del Carmen, Dangriga, Gales Point Manatee, Maya Center
Yucaten Roots Belizean Shoots
Belize Association for the Development of the Arts
Juliane Murray
Yo Creek Women'’s Group
Banquitas House of Culture
Ugundani Dance Group
Belize School of Music
National Kriol Council
Cultural Regional Institute of Belize
Numada Resource Center
Benque House of Culture
Outa Griga Dang Productions
Maya Center Maya Museum
Ox’lajun Ba’aktun Dancers
National Heritage Library

JAMAICA
Ministry of Youth and Culture
Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO
African Caribbean Institute of Jamaica/Jamaica Memory Bank (Focal Point)
University of the West Indies (Mona Campus), Department of History and Archaeology
Edna Manley College for the Visual and Performing Arts
Jamaica Archives and Records
National Library of Jamaica
Museums of History and Ethnography
Natural History Museum of Jamaica
Charles Town Maroon Council, Moore Town Maroon Council, Accompong Maroon Gouncil
Scott’s Hall Maroon Council
Rastafari Indigenous Village and the Rastafari Millennium Council
Revivalist community
The National Council for Indian Culture in Jamaica
Craft communities in Glengoffe, St Catherine and Kingston

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Ministry of Arts and Multiculturalism (now Ministry of Community Development, Culture and the Arts), Culture Division (Focal Institution)
Trinidad & Tobago National Commission for UNESCO
Citizens for Conservation Trinidad and Tobago
University of the West Indies (St Augustine Campus), Faculty of Humanities and Education
National Museum and Art Gallery of Trinidad and Tobago
National Youth Council of Trinidad and Tobago
Division of Community Development and Culture at the Tobago House of Assembly
Ministry of Tourism
Community of Siparia
Siparia Roman Catholic Church, Mrs Theresa Noel, Father Martin Sirju
The Embassy of Japan in Trinidad and Tobago
National Parang Association and the Trinidad & Tobago Youth Parang Association
National Council for Indian Culture
National Ramleela Council
National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago
Santa Rosa First People Community
Ministry of National Diversity and Social Integration (now Ministry of Community Development, Culture and the Arts)
Mr. Joseph Valley, Mrs. Odeka Oneil Seaton, Mr. Avery Seaton
Spiritual Baptist Faith Incorporated
Mr. Lennox Alleyne, Mr. Anthony Cummings
National Archives of Trinidad and Tobago
National Library and Information System Authority (NALIS)
The Remember When Institute of Trinidad & Tobago
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